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Fyroms The Commanding Officer.

To ¢ The Commander in Chief, UWITED STATES FILET
{Rsadiness Sectionl)e

Vias {1) The Commander Task Foree EIGHTY sIX.
. ~ {2) The Commender EICHTH FIEET.

Subjeet: U.Sa8, MAC KENZIE = Report of naval action in
support of Sixth Corps, Fifth Allied Army,
23 May to 4 Juns 1944,

Reference: {a) CinCLANT letter 13CL~43 (Rovised).
. {b] ConlfavHAW letter 4CI~L3. :
¢} United States Navy Regulatiouns, Artiel
712 and 948,

L The MAC KENZIE and the KENDRICK formed Bombard-
ment Group 8643 as directed by Ci¥-86, with commanding offlcer
UiS5. ML KENZIE as group commandsr, The duties of this group
as laid down in the operation plen No. 2«44 of CTF-86 were to
act as e unit or separately in support of other bombardment
groups,; to act as #Call® ship in the fire support area durling
devn and dusi periods; and to augmsnt the night ‘inzlo patrol _
when presents During the opsration both ships acted separatelyif_'

Zq At 1039 B, 27 May, MAC KENWZIE got underway from
Weples Harbor and proceeded to the swept bombafdment area off
Anzlo known as "Mike Love Chamnnel™ end relieved the EENDRICK
&t 1530 B, From 1608 until 1710, 177 rounds of 5" A4 Conwon
wers fired at three targeits deseribed zs enemy gun emplacements.
There was no opposition and sfter standing by during dusk peried
the MAC KiNZIE retired from the area and took up night patrel
‘as directed by SOPA dnzio, 4t 04RO B, 28 lay, MiC KLIZIE )
proceeded to bombardment area and stoodby during dawn period;
at 1040 B, commenced firing intermittently at enemy gun emplace~
menlbs. Ab 1750 B, ceased firing having expended 411 rounds of
s 4 Common, During the afterncon MAC KENZIE was subjected ©o
heavy and acourate shore fire that consisted of about 18 salvos.
¥o casuslbies were sustalined. At 1930 B, the area was cleared and
M40 RENZIE proceeded to Waples, arriving 0100 B, =29 lay. A%
0755 By 29 May, MAC KENZIE got underway end proceeded to bombe
apdment srew, arrived at 1215 B, No firing was conducted and uo
eneny fire was smcountered during the day., IMAC KENZIE acled
a5 suppert for ths Brench ship EMILE EERTIN and assisted her
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gupport of Slxbkh Corps. Fifth Allied Army,
23 lay to L June 1944,

with communications. A% 1830 B, proceeded vo Naples and srrived
al 2330 B. 30 ¥ay and 31 lay were spent at enchor. Ammunitlen:

was repleaighsd. 4L 0200 B, 1 June, zot underway, proceeded to
boubarduent area and errived at 0630 B, . At 1019 B, commenced -

firing intermittently et eneny gun am;lacamentﬁ. A% 1530 By
ceuzed flring having ezpended 352 rounds 5" AA Common, - There
was no anpc:sltmn during the day and after standing by during
dusk period the MAC KEWZIE retired from the area and took up
night patvrol as directed by SOPA Anzlo. AL 0456 B, 2 June;.
proceeded to bomberdment area and stood by during dawn pericd.
Ab 1320 B, commenced Tirlng Intermittently et enemy gun emplaceg=
zenta. At 1840 5, ceased firing havirg expended 255 rounds A%
A4 Common, Two rounds-of enemy fire were returned with no
casualties. + At 1907 B, procesded to MNeplss and arrived at 2329 B, _

3. Battery performance snd personnel performance was’

excellent during the entire flring period. There wera no babbsry
‘gasugliies. HRate of fire was dsliberstely slow, spotting was
done by plans or by shore fire-control party, snd from spotter
intoruation Tire was acocurate. All firing was on targets of
opportunity, elther close or deep supporting fire,

by Piring procedure fmlloged was 3trictly dcctrin&.
There was no necessity for veriance IrTom procedures learned
from meny shore bomberdment practices. This command iz impressed
by the distinet improvement singe this ship filrat fired a shore
bombardment in the Sicily invasion. Improverment can be traced bo
three things: (1) Practice, .(2) Installstion of C.I.G., and
(3) Improved communicetions., Improved communications have been
the greatest faetor. ALl volce circults were execptlonally pood,
and when & plane was sSpobtiing, spots were received snd applied
very rapidly. GW between shore fire control:parties andrship
is also improved mostly becsuse personnsl are better trained in
progedure. Hzcellence in communications is proved by the fast
that the MAC KENZIE agted for a time as cormmunigation liaisen
between the %HILR BERTIN end shore fire control party.
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Subjeotb: U.Be3e 840 KEN -~ nRepori of naval actlon in
support - of &ixin Corys, Fiith Allled Avumy,
23 ¥ay to 4 June 19#&
5«  The executive. afrieﬁr in accordances to U.S., Navy

Reghluﬁiﬂﬂﬁ, article 9#8 had nnthinn to report in additlon to
th$ apove 4.-E-I"D:Et. . e ' EUEIETEE .

B.N, EITTENHOUSE, Jr.
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