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ACTION REPORT = FIRE SUPPORT ON FRANCO-|TALO BORDER .

AS PART OF FLANK FORCE - RENDERED FIRE
SUPPORT IN AID OF THE ALLIED ARMY ON
THE FRANCO=I1TALO BORDER WHERE ARMY ARTILLERY.

WAS NOT EFFECTIVE - DURING 28 MARCH TO
21 APRIL 1945 ~ UNDER COMMAND OF TASK
_ GROUP 125.6.

117919

ACTIAE T MRVE mOaARnT B agnne Ty
S LT M S . Pl IO B A I I e S |



S

.|!

DD6lL/ A5-1 U,S.58. MAC KENZIE (DD614) 10=-jk
Serial No. 022

C=0=NrPe Talmm Wi~ A~ T, 21 April 1945,
DECL RooT -2 '
From: The Commanding Officer.
To: _ The Commander in Chief, UNITED STATES FIEET.
~ Via: (1) The Commander Task Group 125,6 (CDS- 16]

(2) The Commander Task Force 125,
(3) The Commander 12th Fleet,

Subject: Report of Operation March 28, 1945 = Aprill
21, 1945. '

Reference: FlankFor Instructicns - 2.

LantFlt Conf. Ltr, 13CL-43 (Revised).
Anclogure : Jéﬂfﬁﬁg}t of firing area.

1. This report of operations with Flank Force,
which includes Shore Bombardment on enemy positions in vicil-
nity of the French - Italo boundary bordering on the Ligurian
Sea and patrol operations in Gulf of Genoa, combines parts
I and IT of suggested form for action reports as given in
reference (b). This report is not sent via ComFlankFor,
since weekly reports of operations have. been submitted to
him in accordance with reference [(a]).

2 The Flank Force is composed of I'rench and
British Cruisers, U.3., French and British Destroyers,
French PCts and SC's, and U.S. PT boats, operating in the
western Ligurian Sea., Enemy forces are located at various
Italian ports on the Gulf of Genos and consist of a mine
layer and sundry small craft including E-boats, one and two-
man submarines and explosive boats. Flank Force mission is
to 2 id the allied army on the French - Ttale border where
army artillery is not effective, and to deny the use of the
Gulf of Genoa to enemy forces where possible, The latter
is in conjunotion with other forces directly under FONAM
{Flag Officer Northern Area Mediterranean) which guards the
Eastern side of the Gulf,
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‘DD61L/ A5-1 U.5.8. MLC KENZIE

Serial No, 022 .

0 - BuNET - CTL N D T- A-T, 21 April 1945,
i I v _

Subject: Report of Operation March 28, 1945 - iapril

El’ .1-9&‘5!

PART I - IX

March 28

Reported for duty to Commander Flank Force in F.S. MONCALM
at Toulen, France,

March 29

Proceeded to Napoule Gulf, Cannes, France While earoute,
sighted body in water in position Lat, 43%=25,5%-ard Long.
06°-58% (two miles off Cape Drammont, France), Hecovered
body at 1430A. Body was that of German seaman from the
German Destroyer T4-24. Body was subsequently buried at
sea., 4ll effects, lncluding harbor and ship photos and
personal papers, were given to U.S, Arnmy Counter-Intelli-
gence Officer at Cannes, France, for irmediate cvaluation
and then to be forwarded to the U.S. Naval Intelligence
Officer, P.T. Base, Golfe Juan, France. Letter report was
made to Com Flank Force,

Mareh 30

0800 Shifted to anchorage in Golfe Juan, France., 1700 Under-
way with H.M,5, MILNE (O0TC) and H,M.S, MATEOR to conduct
patrol in Gulf of Genca, 2030 Commenced patrol.

This patrcl, established by Com Flan For, 1s known as
the Grande Garde, It is established roughly on a line ten
miles south of Bordighera to 45 miles west of Leghorn for
the purpose of contacting, reporting, and attacking all
enchiy forces attempting to sortie out of the .Gulf of Genoa.
5C's, PC's and PT's from Golfe Juan patrol betwcen the west
end of Grande Garde and the Riviera Coast., S0IS Leghorn
provides patrol from the castern end of Grande Garde to
Leghorn, Usually threc or four destroyers are available for
nightly patrol., The senior officer of the dostroyers avail-
able for the night organizes the patrol; and they are varied
in design from "Concertina" patrol, to straight line patrols
of varying lecngth, or triangular patrol. Speed was usually
- about 12 knots advance, zigzagging independently.,



.DD614/A5-1
Seriael No,. 022

CmQul]~F=To D=E=N-TwTwiimL 21 npril 1945,

Dg:.bl_'j::)u:}_i‘.ﬂ
Sub ject: Report of Operation March 28 1945 ~ April
21, 1945.
Mareh 31

0530 Patrol completed, no ensmy contacts, ﬁapid moving
"phoney" radar contacte caused some concern during the night,
Simllar contacts cccurred during subsequent patrols, 0830
Anchored in Golfe Juan, France, as standby destroyer to
awalt eall by the Senior Bombardment Liaison Officers. No
¢alls received, 1630 Underway for Gulf of Genoa, 2000
Commenced Grande Garde Patrel with H.M,S. MILNE (OTC) and
H,M.5. METECH.,

April 1

0530 Putrol completed; no enemy contacts.
0630 Standing by in swept channel eight niles off of
Bordighera, Italy, awaiting ussignment of shore borbardment
missions by shore fire-control party, patrolling at 12
knots, length of patrol about 5 miles.
0815 SFCP 20 checked in with the Senior Bombardnent Liaison
Officer and this ship with 2 cherry "Good Morning".
0925 Answered call Tor decp Supportlig flrc Trom S¥FCP 20
on eneny active at emplacement at 835909, This target was
two miles inland on the Brevera branch of the Rolira Rilver
near Ventimiglis. It was not visible to this ship which
was about 9500 yords from the shoreline during the firing.
Navigational range, 13,600,
Frem SFCP:
"Use W.P. projectiles
Unobserved Down 500
Unobserved Up L00 =~ Laft 500
Up 600 - Left 500
Up 400 - Left 200
Up 300 - No Change
Down 100 ~ Right 100
Affirmative (To ship's
inguiry if A common air
bursts would be satisfactory.)
Fire 3 salvos.
Up 100 = No change - Fire 2 salvos
Up 200 - No change - Fire 1 salvo
Up 200 - No change - Fire 1 salvo
"No change - No change
Lower burst 300 feet., Fire 2 salvos-
End of mission. Target was in
valley inland and was difficult Y nzen
- for the SFCP to observe. | e
Several air bursts probably closs
to the target,”
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DD6LL/A5-1 U.S.3. MAC KENZIE (DD61k) 10-jk
Serial No, 022
C- N - BWRENE T Tos-T 21 April 1945,
A
Subiject: Report of Opesration March 28, 1945 ~ April
21, 1945.
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32 rounds W.,P and 23 rounds AL common expended.

0933 Just before thc last salvo fired, a splash evidently
caused by an cneny 88 MM gun, landed about 600 yards ahead
while the ship was on an casterly course. It was followed
by a similar splash a few seconds later 150 yards ahead,
The ship changed to a southerly course to clear the area.
The third and last splash was 400 yards astern. The anemy
battery was not engoged because this ship wos not sure of
its location. Soretime later the SFCP reportod the battery
pesition as probably 894876, ; .

In the execution of this mission, as well as subse~
guent missions, the shore was closed from the awept channel
upon assignment of o target, A speed of 20 knots was used
and a narrow sonar scarch was conductad cs a warning against
possible mines. Upon closing to approxinately 14,000 yards
from the target, the ship zig-zagged, using cither an east-
erly or westerly base course while firing to the northward,
Minor course changes were made to avoid sonar conteets on
mines, Navigation and initial gun-laying was by SG Radar.,.
Four-gun salvos were used throughout except when linit of
train prevented, which was infrequently. At the conpletion
of ‘each mission the ship would promptly withdraw to the
southward,
1120 inswered call for deep suppeorting fire from SFCP 20 on
enernly storehouses in occupiled area at 856876, This target
was about 500 yards west of Ventimiglia. A4 cormon impact
bursts were requested, WNavigational rangs 14,200 yards,.
From SFCP: ' :

"Fire

Ho change - Right 200
Up 100 - Right 300
Up 100 - Right 100 - Fire 3 salvcs
Up 100 - No change - Fire 1 salvo
(Hits in target area observed from the ship)
Up 100 - No change - Fire 3.salvos

‘Missicn successful. You hit eneny oeccupied

houses. Very good shooting indeed,”

50 rounds AA common expended. nc Tloating mine sunk by
gunfire at 856750 while in bombardment area. Expended
160 rounds 201, - ARSI AT

























































